
Clarence High School PTO --  Meeting Minutes March 7, 2017 
 

Officers present:   
Julie Warman, President  
Janyce Phelps, First Vice President  
Jon Brennan, Communications Secretary  
Yvette Joshi, Treasurer  
Deann Powell, Recording Secretary   
 
Also in attendance:  Matt Stock - Board of Education Liaison, Robert Coniglio -Assistant Principal, Barb 
Steffan - Teacher Representative, Ramona Hales, Jung Kim, Dawn Tiffany. 
 
Between the January meeting and this one several items were considered for funding and funded as 
follows:  
 
$1500 for the drama club to help with expenses related to their production of Phantom of the Opera.  Jon 
motioned, Deann seconded and the motion passed. 
$90 for the functional skills class to take the students to a cooking class at Wegmans.  Jon motioned, 
Deann seconded and the motion passed. 
$100 for a microwave for the nurse’s office.  Deann motioned, Jon seconded and the motion passed. 
$350 to $400 for the physics department for lab materials.  Deann motioned, Jon seconded and the motion 
passed. 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
 
Julie Warman called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 

• She welcomed everyone and all attendees introduced themselves. 
 
Principal/Assistant Principal Report 
 
Mr. Coniglio reported that 

• Scheduling for next year is being completed.  The budget looks stable so it is anticipated that all 
current classes will be maintained, pending enrollment figures. 

• Spring sports have started. 
• June exams are being scheduled.  It is hoped that they will be able to be scheduled so that no 

student will have to sit two exams in one day.  As there are more days available in June, than there 
were for midterms, they are not anticipating this being a problem. 

• The musical is next week and tickets are sold out.  It is a long show, around three hours and they 
are contractually obliged to perform the entire show without any cuts.  They are also unable to 
add additional performances, in spite of the sell-out. 

• On the 31st there will be the Clarence Enrichment Fund basketball game from 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 
p.m.  Tickets will be $2 each. 

• Julie asked about the water bottle filling station that PTO paid for some time ago.  It was thought 
that it had already been installed, but she was recently asked by a member of staff who has a 
classroom near where the station is meant to be going when it would be installed.  Building and 
grounds was meant to be taking care of this. 

• Julie asked about the Senior Awards and Wall of Fame.  Will there be a ceremony this year?  Last 
years recipient couldn’t come, so nothing was done.  If there is going to be a ceremony, something 
needs to be arranged soon.  Mr. Coniglio suggested that Julie contact Mr. Vitello to find out if the 
family of this year’s winner would like to attend. 

• The spring Homecoming dance has been cancelled.  There will be a senior only event held with 
events for the whole school running throughout the week. 

 



Board of Education Liaison 
 
Matt Stock was filling in for Tricia who was unwell.  He reported that 

• The board is busy now, working on the budget for next year. 
• Elections are coming up as well and there are three board seats up for reelection.  Matt and Tricia 

are both running for reelection, however Mary Ellen is not returning.  Matt believes that a 
candidate has already expressed interest in that seat. 

• All board meetings are available on YouTube if anyone is interested in watching and learning 
more about the budget process.  They are typically about half an hour long. 

• The tax cap this year is around 1.8%, which is low.  That is both good and bad.  The board hopes 
that it will mean that the community will support the budget.  It also means that all programs can 
be maintained, but nothing can be restored or added.  If anything is added, it will be contractual, 
such as an additional special education teacher, rather than being able to add additional electives 
to the schedule.  The board may have to use some reserves as well.  The budget is still being 
worked on and the board is not expecting any extra from the state this year. 

• Julie asked Jon to include a link to the board’s budget discussion in the next PTO newsletter. 
 
Teacher Representative 
 

• Barb remarked that morning announcements were still an issue, as was sound generally in the 
pool, gym and auditorium.  There is a central sound system for all of these areas and if sound gets 
switched off by someone somewhere within the system, no one can access it from elsewhere.   Jon 
asked why kids aren’t told that they must listen to announcements and Mr. Coniglio told him that 
is what should happen. 

• Otherwise, Barb reported, the teachers are happy. 
• Julie asked Barb about the speakers that she’d mentioned might be helpful for the gym.  These 

would be portable and wireless to allow the gym teachers to play music while classes were taking 
place.  Jon checked out what was available and sent some information to Barb.  Barb didn’t think 
that the PTO needed to spend as much as Jon was proposing, but Jon pointed out that the gyms are 
very large spaces to fill.  There is nothing further being done with the infrastructure of the gym in 
the foreseeable future.  Jon pointed out that someone would have to be responsible for the 
speakers, but Barb assured him that the other gym teachers are happy with the idea of having 
them and would take turns using them.  The discussion was tabled until the treasurer’s report. 

 
President 
 

• Barb made a motion that the minutes from the January 18th meeting be approved.  Jon seconded 
the motion and no one objected.  The minutes are available on the PTO website. 

• Senior pictures will now be taken by Interstate on school picture days.  Students will need to make 
an appointment to have this done, but this will give parents another option when it comes to 
senior pictures.  These will be done in addition to the regular school pictures that students will 
still need to have taken.  There will be drapes and tuxedo jackets for students to borrow if they 
want them for the photos. 

• The Princeton Review tests will take place on April 1st.  There has been a lot of interest in the tests 
this time. 

• The teacher appreciation lunch has been scheduled for May 3rd. 
• Budget vote volunteers are needed.  A link will be sent in the next email. 
• Yvette has provided a mid-year snapshot.  Interstate was up this year and the T-shirt sales were 

an unexpected bonus.  TOPS and DASH’S are both low.  We still have $3250 in awards to fund and 
also $1,000 for the staff lunch.  Several items were funded between the last meeting and this one.  
(See note at the beginning of the minutes.)  Another bottle filling station is still a possibility.  Jon 
suggested reaching out to Guidance again to see if anyone had any additional needs. 



• PTO did receive a request from the cheerleading coach, asking to help fund attendance at a Jam 
Fest for the team.  They did do some fundraising, but some girls were unable to raise enough to be 
able to attend.  The board didn’t feel that this was something that PTO could fund, as currently 
students from band, chorus, and orchestra are not funded if they are unable to attend their trips. 

• Some donations that are usually made have not yet been made this year.  Mr. Starr usually 
requests a donation for Sleep-Out each December, but he did not ask this year.  As he will be 
collecting through March, Yvette was asked to send him a check for the usual budgeted amount. 

• DI gets a portion of the DASH’S receipts and that will be paid at the end of the school year from the 
total that is raised through DASH’S. 

 
First Vice President 
 

• Janyce had nothing to report. 
 

Communications Secretary 
 

• Jon had nothing to report. 
 
Recording Secretary   
 

• Deann had nothing to report. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 

• Yvette shared the treasurer’s report and midyear snapshot. 
• Julie reported that the microwave for the nurse’s office had been delivered that evening. 

 
Committee/Event Updates 
 

• Jung Kim reported that post-prom is going well.   They have raised about $9,200 toward their goal 
of $13,000.  They usually raise about $1,500 through Chiavetta’s, so they feel as if they are good 
shape.  If necessary, they can cut back by one or two prizes, but the overall event won’t suffer.  
There has been strong interest from volunteers and they have two more fundraisers planned.  
They are also hoping for more parent donations.  Letters were sent in January with the graduation 
information.  Julie asked Jon to add the information to the next newsletter as well.  Business 
donations are about the same as previous years, although food donations are down. 

• The School Improvement Team met to discuss freshmen orientation and the wall of fame.  Lynne 
Weiss will be chairing the Farewell Breakfast next year.  A new addition to the Wall of Heroes 
might need a school board vote.  Matt believes that a formal petition to the board is needed before 
the approval process can begin. 

• Jon reported that the DI Regional competition will be taking place at the end of the month.  
Clarence has eight teams this year. 

• The Teacher Appreciation Lunch will be on May 3rd.  Dawn Hitzges is chairing. 
• Ramona will be doing the Monkey See, Monkey Do summer reading orders going forward.  The 

teachers will be sending out letters in March or April. 
• The first week of May, the PTO will have to select the community service winners for this year.   

 
New Business 
 

• Jon made a motion that portable, wireless speakers for the gym be funded up to $600, to buy two 
or three speakers.  Janyce seconded and the motion carried.  Jon and Barb are going to work 
together to get what is needed. 



• Planners were discussed.  Julie is going to speak to Interstate to work out what the order deadline 
would be.  The cost for 200 customized planners would be $434.  PTO would charge $5 each for 
them.  A freshmen welcome pack with a planner, grey T-shirt, and a set of two locks with the same 
combination was also discussed.  It was anticipated that they would cost around $15 to put 
together and sold for $20.  These would be added to the Monkey See, Monkey Do summer reading 
orders and distributed at Freshmen Orientation.  This will be discussed in more detail at the next 
meeting. 
 

There was no further new business and Julie Warman made a motion to end the meeting.  Ramona 
seconded and the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 
 
The next meeting is Wednesday, April 19, 2017. 
 


